Technical methods
During the past decade or so an increasing number of basic biochemical studies on glycogen have been made and these taken together with investigations into and descriptions of glycogen storage disease undoubtedly necessitated the meeting held in July 1963 and organized by the Ciba Foundation. This body was able to gather together a group of internationally renowned workers as Professors Leloir, Cori, and Drs. B. Illingworth, Krebs, Whelan, Hers, and Lamer to name only a few.
The group discussed in considerable detail almost all aspects relating to metabolic processes in which glycogen is concerned. In general there were three main aspects: basic processes, control of glycogen metabolism, and lastly glycogen storage diseases. A considerable portion of space is devoted to the many enzymes involved in degradation as well as in synthesis, both in the liver and in muscle. There are chapters on the physical and structural characteristics of glycogen, as well as to the effects of adrenaline on metabolism of this compound.
Dr. R. Schmid gives in a most excellent chapter a full description as well as a classification of the various glycogen storage disorders and each of the various types is discussed in detail in subsequent chapters. There is also included a paper given by Dr. Spencer-Peet on a deficiency disease involving a glycogen disorder.
Finally there is a general discussion, in part of which Dr. Whelan elaborates a scheme which illustrates the various enzymic processes involved in the build up as well as the degradation ofglycogen.
The two editors are to be congratulated on the production of this most valuable and authoritative book on the subject. Clinicians and workers in biochemistry interested in disease and in the metabolism of glycogen will find this volume an absolute necessity, while detailed study of almost any one of its pages will be remarkably profitable. Dr. Andersen deals critically with the means and implication of tracer techniques in measuring the metabolism of 17S y-globulin. The book is furnished with liberal mathematical appendices which cover the major portion of the literature of the last year. It is clearly and simply written. The data on which the conclusions are based are laid out in detail. Chapters 4 and 5 are of particular interest in dealing with hypergammaglobulinaemic and hypogammaglobulinaemic states. It is interesting that the writer includes myelomatosis among the hypogammaglobulinaemic states on the grounds that the concentration of normal y-globulin is decreased. In chapter 4 clear evidence is produced that in the majority of patients with cirrhosis of the liver gamma globulin synthesis is increased. Physicians as well as immunologists and biochemists will find this book interesting.
NICHOLAS MARTIN

CORRECTION
The following is the correct flow diagram for the note on 'Estimation of true glucose in blood by the AutoAnalyser' by Matthew Dick (J. clin. Path., 18, 249).
